MEN OF POWER
Richard's Almanac, and The General Magazine and
Historical Quarterly; he showed farmers how to im-
prove their crops by the use of fertilizer; he proved
that lightning is electricity; he invented a new and
economical kind of stove and a more effective variety
of street lighting; he designed bifocal lenses for
spectacles; he founded an academy which grew into the
University of Pennsylvania; he organized the police
force of Philadelphia and its first fire company; he was
the first to advocate a union of the colonies and col-
lective bargaining with the mother company; he was
sent by the colonies to represent them in England; he
was one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and one of the framers of the Constitution;
he secured the aid of France for the colonies in the
Revolutionary War; he served two terms as Governor
of Pennsylvania. The man who achieved such dis-
tinction was no storybook hero; he was a statesman, a
practical scientist, and a man of power.
His Times. He was born in Boston, January 17,
1706, amid yeasty times. New ideas were fermenting
in the minds of men throughout Europe. The doctrine
of the divine right of kings was tottering, its founda-
tions wrecked by tyrannous monarchs and its doom
sealed by the unanswerable arguments of John Milton.
John Locke with his Essay on Human Understanding
had championed civil and religious liberty. J. J. Rous-
seau was soon to carry the idea further in his Social
Contract and pave the way for new experiments in
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